Wednesday, November 27, 2019

Hillside Memorial vigil
honors those who served

2

-l

—

As the sun went down Nov. 11,
members of the community
joined together beneath the
imposing swath of crosses at
the Lafayette Hillside Memor-
ial to hold a vigil marking Vet-
erans Day with poetry, music
and reflection.

Amongst those in atten-
dance were Lafayette Mayor
Mike Anderson, County Su-
pervisor Candace Andersen,
and a representative from the
office of Congressman Mark
DeSaulnier who all thanked
veterans for their service and
noted the price those men and
women have paid.

Formerly known as the
Crosses of Lafayette, the
Lafayette Hillside Memorial is
preserved by a recently
formed nonprofit organiza-
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tion, with a board of directors
and an advisory group com-
prised of a diverse group of
community members. They
describe the memorial as “A
sacred place of reflection and
remembrance; a protest
against forgetting. It is a place
to recognize, honor, and com-
memorate individual national
service contributions. The
memorial is also a place that
encourages individual and
public reflection on those
contributions, and the other-
wise unintended, unseen, and
unexamined costs of war.”
More information on the
memorial can be found at
http://www.lafayettehillside-
memorial.org/
- P. Fisher
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PG&E no-show at
Lafayette city meeting

... continued from Page Al

PG&E Spokesperson
Tamar Sarkissian explained in
emailed comments that they
purchased the adjacent prop-
erty, details of which were not
made public due to a non-
disclosure agreement, to fa-
cilitate the upgrade of the
station.

“The purpose of this pro-
ject is to improve safety for
the community by removing
the old regulator station,
building a new regulator sta-
tion and installing automated
valves. PG&E will be installing
a receiver for an inline in-
spection testing tool (also
known as a pig) which will al-
low easier and less invasive
testing of the condition and
integrity of the pipeline that
runs through the station,”
Sarkissian said. “We also will
be installing automated valves
at the location which will en-
able PG&E to turn off the flow
of gas remotely.”

In a letter dated Oct. 30 to
PG&E and the city of
Lafayette, Gas Safety Task
Force Members Michael and
Gina Dawson ask why this
particular site was chosen.
“Why has PG&E ruled out an
automated valve location in a
more central location to three
transmission lines that may
expedite gas release contain-
ment to expanded areas of the
city?”

Preliminary work, in-
cluding vegetation removal,
demolition of the existing
house and grading began the
week of Nov. 4 with removal
of four trees on the east end.
Construction work on the sta-
tion is expected to start in
early 2020 and is projected to
conclude in the third quarter
of the year.

Council Member Cam
Burks asked Planning Direc-
tor Greg Wolff when the city
first asked the utility to reach
out to residents. “Last year,”
replied Wolff. When Burks
then asked when the utility
actually reached out to resi-
dents, Wolff replied “Last
week.”

Burks has been heavily
critical of PG&E. In an email
dated Oct. 25 Burks urged
PG&E, “Please, try to start be-
ing good neighbors and re-

spect what a true relationship
could accomplish for all par-
ties. Just go out and engage
neighbors and tell them what
you are doing.”

Council Member Steven
Bliss noted that of all the
meetings not to come to, “It’s
incredible to me that they’re
not here tonight.”

When asked why they did
not attend the meeting,
Sarkissian referred to talks
they have had with city staff
and the two meetings they
have had recently with the
neighbors. “Since January of
2018, PG&E has been meeting
closely with the city of
Lafayette regarding the Reliez
Station safety and reliability
project. Additionally, we have
had multiple meetings with
the local community and
HOA, including earlier this
month. We also shared an up-
dated fact sheet with the city
of Lafayette earlier this
month. There was no new in-
formation to share at this
point.”

Andreasen Drive Home-
owners Association president
Aron Rosenberg explained to
the council that they have
given a list of “non-
negotiable” requests to PG&E
concerning a second emer-
gency egress, construction of
a wall matching that of the
neighboring Olympic Oaks
development, a study into ve-
hicular safety of the intersec-
tion and said that in exchange
for the utility holding off on
tree removal other than the
four that have already been
removed, the association will
hold off litigation."We have
not yet filed any legal action
against PG&E," said Rosen-
berg. "Although we reserve
the right to do so." He said
that the utility had promised
to get back to them within two
weeks.

Saying that it showed
negligence for PG&E to not
come to the meeting, Burks
said he wants to document all
concerns and that a letter
should be sent to the utility
and to the California Public
Utilities Commission. “If
there’s one community they
could endear themselves to it
would be this one,” he said.

“It was their opportunity
and they missed it,” agreed
Anderson.
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Are you tired of thinking about a lengthy remodel with an expansion of your house?
Move into a brand new home with stunning views and level backyard. We can help you
find “the right fit" in Bellavista.

www.201SonoraRd.com
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This lovely single level home is nicely updated and offers a versatile floorplan.
2407 sqft, 4Br, 2.5Ba, hardwood floors. Manicured landscaping, close to downtown

location. $1,425,000 www.1060SandersDr.com

MEan
ELENAHOOD

REAL ESTATE GROUP

925 254-3030

www.Orinda.com

1 Lafayette \ Moraga \ Orinda

Cal BRE 1221247

ﬁ Compass is a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources
deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition,sale, or withdraw without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square
footages are approximate. Exact dimensions can be obtained by retaining the services of an architect or engineer. This is not intended to solicit property already listed.

CORRECTION: In the article "Cancer Support Community
shares plans at public information meeting" published in the
Nov. 13 issue of Lamorinda Weekly, the Cancer Support
Community was listed incorrectly as the Cancer Support
Center. Our apologies for this error.
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Wishing you and your families a warm and
wonderful Thanksgiving. We're grateful to be
part of this caring community.

In the spirit of the season, we have made a

. ,--..-'"'q..?..
donation to shelterinc

Ranked in Top 1% of Realtors in Contra Costa County
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CONTACT US TO LEARN HOW WE CAN HELP YOU WITH
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